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ABSTRACT : Investigation was carried out during the year 2010-2011. Multistage sampling design was adopted

for selection of district, tehsils, villages and cultivators. In all, 60 cultivators were selected for present study with

equal distribution in drip irrigated and flood irrigated sunflower growers. The techniques like mean, percentage,

ratio and cost concept of cost-A, cost-B and cost-C were used to analyze the data. The results revealed that use

of hired human labour was more than family human labour in sunflower production. Per hectare net profit was

Rs.26142.66 and Rs. 16884.77 in drip and flood irrigated sunflower growers, respectively.The output-input

ratio was 1.64 and 1.45 in drip and flood irrigated sunflower growers, respectively. Per quintal cost of production

in drip irrigated sunflower was Rs.1830.21 and Rs.2071.56 in flood irrigated sunflower farm, respectively.
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INTRODUCTION

Sunflower (Helianthus annuusL.) is an important oilseed

crop in India popularly known as “Surajmukhi.” Sunflower

belongs to the genus ‘Helianthus’ family Asteraceae

(Compositae).Sunflower is native of Southern United States

and Mexico. The sunflower gets its name from the Greek words.

The name “Helianthus” is derived from ‘Helios’ meaning ‘sun’

and‘anthos’ meaning ‘flower’. Sunflower oil is a rich source

(64 %) polysaturated fatty acid (linoleic acid). It is light yellow

i n  c o l o u r  a n d  h e l p s  i n  w a s h i n g  o u t  c h o l e s t e r o l  d e p o s i t i o n  i n

t h e  c o r o n a r y  a r t e r i e s  o f  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  t h u s  i t  i s  g o o d  f o r  h e a r t

p a t i e n t s .  M a j o r  s u n f l o w e r  g r o w i n g  s t a t e s  a r e  K a r n a t a k a ,  A n d h r a

P r a d e s h ,  M a h a r a s h t r a ,  P u n j a b  a n d  H a r y a n a .  K a r n a t a k a  r a n k s

f i r s t  i n  a r e a  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  f a l l o w e d  b y  A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  i n  I n d i a .

M a h a r a s h t r a  r a n k s  t h i r d  i n  a r e a  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  i n c r e a s e

d e m a n d  m a y  l e a d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i c e s  o f  s u n f l o w e r  a n d  t h e

f a r m e r s  m a y  b e  b e n e f i t e d .  T h e  n e e d  w a s  f e l t  t o  a n s w e r  s o m e

q u e r i e s  s u c h  a s  c o s t s ,  r e t u r n s  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .  K e e p i n g  i n  v i e w

t h e  a b o v e  a s p e c t s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n .

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Multistage sampling design was adopted in selection of

district, tehsils, villages and sunflower growers. In first stage,

Latur district was purposively selected because of availability

of more area under sunflower production in the district. In

second stage, Chakur and Shirur-Anantpal tehsils of Latur

district were selected on the basis of highest area under

sunflower cultivation. In third stage, from each selected tehsil

five villages were selected on the basis of highest area under

sunflower cultivation. The selected villages in Chakur tehsils

were namely, Chakur, Nalegaon, Chapoli, Atola, Kumbhewadi

whereas in Shirur-Anantpal tehsils, Shirur-Anantpal, Ajani,

Dagadwadi, Nagewadi, Ujed. In fourth stage, stratified random

sampling technique was used for each village. Separate list of

drip and flood irrigated sunflower growers were obtained. From

the lists, 3 drip irrigated sunflower growers and 3 flood irrigated

sunflower growers were randomly selected. Thus, from 10

villages, 30 drip irrigated and 30 flood irrigated sunflower

growers were selected for the present study.The cross sectional

data were collected from sixty growers by personal interview

method with the help of pre-tested schedule for the year 2010-

2011. The cost concepts viz., cost-A, cost-B and cost-C were

used to analyze the data in present investigation. Cost-A

includes items of cost like hired human labour, bullock labour,

fertilizer, manures, insecticide, irrigation, land revenue and taxes,
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